
ANNOTATION 
Reading with a Pencil 



WHY ANNOTATE? 

to gain a deeper understanding of the reading  

to engage in conversation with the author 

to ask questions and note places of confusion 

to record your thinking as you read 

 



Materials 

PENCIL 

HIGHLIGHTER 

POST-IT NOTES 

COLOR CODES 

PENS 

 



 

 

You can use a system of 

symbols 

You can create your own 

system. 

You can write notes and 
underline and circle as 
you read. 



NOTE 
Key Ideas 

Major Points 

Confusion 

Questions 

Thinking 

Surprises 

Connections 

Vocabulary 
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